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A little bit about me...
• Speech and Language Therapist for 12 years.
• Worked in Special Education for 11 years with a 

specific interest in AAC.
• Currently based in Highfurlong School, 

Blackpool.
• 42% of students use some form of AAC. 
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School closures...what happens 
next?!

• Discussion with the 
Senior Leadership team 
about continuing to 
support children and 
their families,

• Flyer  sent to parents 
with contact details. 

• Follow parents’ lead re: 
the amount and type of 
input that they wanted.

Different approaches for different 
needs...

1. Direct teletherapy
2. Training parents and families
3. Remote editing and provision of resources
4. Whole school support
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1. Teletherapy
• Using Zoom
• Sharing the screen to model 

AAC,
• Consider how to meet the 

child’s targets  during these 
sessions or how to 
demonstrate skills such as 
modelling or expanding to 
parents.

Teletherapy resources
• Choice-making

Mr Tomato (like Mr Potato head), 
Pizza Maker
Grid 3- choice-making and cause & effect
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Commenting/describing...

• Barbie Fashion
• My Home (Bedroom design)
• YouTube – music videos
• Books and Stories- Look2Read 

from Smartbox

Core Words...

• Apps and games
• Boardmaker Online Core Word 

books
• Encouraging parents to model 

key core words  during the 
week- emailing core word 
communication boards to use 
for modelling alongside child’s 
device or book.
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2. Training parents and families

• Video therapy training 
sessions- editing software, 
using communication books, 
Makaton, etc.

• Making training videos for 
school platforms such as 
See-Saw,

• Making and distributing 
‘How to’ handouts.

3. Remote editing and provision of 
resources
• All software can be edited 
remotely. Consider vocabulary 
needed at home or 
vocabulary related to current 
routines, worries or concerns 
in the current climate.

• Communication boards for home 
activities, tailor made to interests or 
targets.
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4. Whole school support
• Resources to benefit all students- social stories re: 

Covid 19 and school closure, visual resources such as 
visual schedules and Now and Next boards.

• Sensory Sacks for younger students. Communication 
boards made that were relevant to each activity.

Handouts and videos on ideas for 
using equipment....
•Ideas for using switches 
at home,
•Simple video tutorials of 
using software such as 
HelpKidzLearn,
•Supporting school loan 
bank- Switch toys to 
develop cause and effect, 
Lite tech devices, 
communication based 
games.
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Pros of Remote Working...

• Therapy provision 
continued- the feedback 
from most families is that 
they feel supported,

• Improved relationships 
with parents and families,

• Families more confident in 
using equipment and 
resources.

Cons of Remote Working...
• Missing our pupils and 

team approach!
• Maintaining attention 

during teletherapy,
• Technical issues!
• Adapting resources can 

be time consuming,
• No group therapy 

sessions; No classroom 
support.
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Thank you for listening!

Any questions?
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