AAC and the over 16s

Tapping into the teen, transition and beyond
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Area Target Achieved on (date) Possible activities/examples
Ability Level Communicates about a broad range of Encourage child to speak to unfamiliar people in and
topics with both familiar and unfamiliar around school about what is happening around them.
communication partners.
Linguistic Competency Uses abstract descriptive concepts: quan- big, small, tall, short, fat, thin/far away, near, close etc

titative/qualitative/spatial (at least 2 in
each category).

Operationzal Competency

Navigates by grammatical categories.

Support Ben to think about how to make the message
better and where those words may be grouped

Social Comp ¥

D ates conversational turn-taking
for more than 2 turns

Support child to ask a subsequent question, make a
comment, pass opinion. “Hi” “Bye” plus other conven-
tional openers/ciosers. Keep communication partner’s
attention. Ask a question, listen to answer. Make a
comment.
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Uses an introduction strategy with unfa-
miliar communication partner (e.g., “l use
this device to talk.” or pointing to the de-

vice to show they use it to communicate).

Use a new person jeining the class as an opportunity
for child to introduce himself.




The word of the week is...

Things to do

“l need to go!” | peed more!” "What do you need? I need that!”
The word “need” can be used in any setting and is one of the most
frequently used words by children.

The word “need” is often used to request something with an increased sense of urgen-
cy. Many children (and adults) tend to exaggerate the urgency of a desire by using this
word (e.g., | need candy” or *| need pizza").

We can teach the meaning of the word “need” without depriving our students of their

basic needs. Try gently sabotaging the environment by giving your child soup with no
spoon to elicit *| need a spoon” or putting them in the bathtub with no water to elicit 71
need water.”

The word “need” can be used to comment on items that are missing or lacking. Try
teaching this concept when playing with toys like Mr. Potato Head or dolls. Model
phrases like "he needs a nose” or "she needs a dress.”

Birthdays and Christmas: Make list of things you NEED to get, eg. “For my birthday, |
need 7 "We need to get __". If students cannot find words in their AAC system
Plan a party and make a list of food you NEED to get to serve and eat, eg. "At my party
I need ___ " You could also plan other party details such as: decorations, party acces-
sories, birthday cake ideas,, etc.

Create shopping lists from recipes you plan to cook, so you know what you NEED to
buy to make it

During craft/art time, you can talk about what you NEED to make the project, eg. |
need a paper bag to make that”

Create digital books for any activity - combining photos and videcs with text of students
messages/writing, eg. "I needtogoto _ ", "I need to make __".

Medel NEED as you discuss what you NEED to go somewhere, g. going outside,
NEED a hat; going swimming, NEED towel; going to the library, NEED your book; going
home, NEED your bag, etc.

Model NEED as you discuss how you are feeling, and what you NEED to feel better,
eg. feeling hungry, NEED food: feeling thirsty, NEED drink; feeling cold, NEED jumper;
feeling hot, NEED take off jumper, feeling scared, NEED a hug, etc.

Discuss looking after an animal or a pot plant, what does it NEED?
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Presuming that a nonverbal
child has nothing to say is
like presuming an

adult

without a car has nowhere to
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Activity Center

L4

Access Games Emergent Games Math Tools Core First Learning Book Bridge Sample

4 of 4 Downloaded 15 of 15 Downloaded 6 of 6 Downloaded 10of 1 Downloaded 10f 1 Downloaded

Boardmaker

Expedition Education Sample
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Preview Activity

AAC Scavenger Hunt
Sandfield Park School The core words of the week this week are “when” and “where” | have devised a way for your child to lead a scavenger hunt.
EVIDENCE
DOCUMENTS
TAGS
FRAMEWORKS

ACTIVITIES




@ EVIDENCE = Admin v Profile v Help

FOR LEARNING

As families are at home, | am trying to find interesting and innovative ways of teaching and using core words. This week | would like your child to lead a scavenger hunt.
look at the scavenger hunt cards on the website provided

Talk to your child about what they might like to ask people to look for. Remember to use the prompt hierarchy (attached) and think about using the descriptive teaching method (attached).
We do not want to be adding specific vocabulary into AAC user's systems which will only be used for this activity, they need to be able to describe what they are talking about, if they can't
find it. E.g. if you don't have tyre or wheel, you could say, ‘it is black, it is round, it rolls, it is on vehicles”. (it may be worth forwarding these documents on to the people taking part in the
scavenger hunt)

Always take your child's lead, let them choose what they want to be part of the scavenger hunt, so they feel a sense of ownership over the list.
invite your family/friends

Job 4- have fun! Someone should probably be on hand to help your child, if they need it, but remember not to put words in their mouths or over-prompt, allow the awkward silences, allow
them to get it wrong and see how amazingly they can sort it out for themselves- they do it in school! (perhaps pre-warn the people invited there will be some silences whilst the AAC user
composes their message- this is ok)

Job 5- if you take any photos or videos, send them to me, | would love to give your child some comments or praise

Activity Links

Scavenger Hunt ideas

Activity PDFs

Prompt Hierchy
Descriptive Teaching

© theTeacherCloud Ltd 2015-2020. All rights reserved

Data protection and the security and privacy of your data is our number one priority, learn more and view our Security, Privacy Policy and Data Processing Terms.



Authentic voice
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Transition

* Core Words

e Aided Language

* Support

* Procurement of AAC system
* Families

* Staff and training

* Handover

* Communication Passports

* Evidence for Learning

* Presentation for leavers



Staff and training

Tutor’s Guic:




Communication Passports

%—'% How I Communicate

‘I can speak, I can shout, don't be surprised if

T do!

I am prone to outbursts, you don't know what
is going on in my head, but the sentence I say
makes total sense and is in context for me,
please just try and get on my wavelength and go
with it, I like it if you do that.

*T use an AAC device, which is an iPad with
TouchChat software. I use this in a very unique
way. I like to explore the symbols, I like looking
at them and the spelling. People in my school
think this might be my way of learning spellings,
but they aren't entirely surel

‘I need lots of support to communicate.
*Most of what I say is echolalia.

‘I understand sentences pitches at 2 key word
level verbally, 3 with symbols or visuals.

‘I like to write lists, I like to type these on my
device, people around me think this is my
organising my thoughts and getting my day

sorted.
page 10
14/06/18



Evidence for Learning
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Presentation for leavers



JUST BECAUSE gu CANT SREAK

Final thoughts

DOESN'T MEAN YOU, CAN' TiWIlI
BRITAIN'S GOT" TAlENT'
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Get in touch!

c.hynes@sandfieldpark.Liverpool.sch.uk

Sandfield Park school on:
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